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ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Associate Professor, Brooklyn College, CUNY	Fall 2026
Assistant Professor, Brooklyn College, CUNY	2018 - 2026
Visiting Assistant Professor, Wake Forest University				2017-2018 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Grinnell College					2016-2017
Visiting Assistant Professor, Brooklyn College, CUNY	           			2013-2016
			      						
EDUCATION
Washington University in St. Louis
PhD, Cultural Anthropology							2013
MA, Cultural Anthropology							2008	
Rutgers University, Rutgers College
BA, Honors, Anthropology and Africana Studies				2005	

DISSERTATION
“Moving Targets: Meanings of Mobility in Metropolitan Nairobi”
Dissertation Committee: John Bowen PhD, Rebecca Lester PhD, Shanti Parikh PhD, Peter Benson PhD, Timothy Parsons PhD, and Jean Allman PhD

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Gendered Labor, Mobility, Infrastructure, Economic and Urban Anthropology, African Cities, Youth, Media and Politics, Popular Culture, Social History, Kenya, Nairobi, Eco-transition, 

PUBLICATIONS (Single-Authored)
2024. Ference, Meghan E. 
	Matatu Work: Gender, Labor and Mobility in Nairobi. London: James Curry Press.
2023. Ference, Meghan E.
“Compliments from the Housewives: Contesting White Public Space in Late-colonial Nairobi.” Journal of African History. Volume 64: Issue 2.
2021. Ference, Meghan E.
“‘You will build me’: Fiscal Disobedience, Reciprocity and the Dangerous Negotiations of Redistribution on Nairobi’s Matatu.” Africa, Volume 91: Issue 1.
2019. Ference, Meghan E. 
“Joyriding: Making Place in Nairobi’s Matatu Sector” City and Society, Volume 30: Issue 2. 
2016. Ference, Meghan E.
“’Together We Can’: Redefining the Meaning of Work in Kenya’s Informal Transportation Sector.” The Anthropology of Work Review, Volume 37: Issue 2.

PUBLICATIONS (Co-Authored)
2021. Thieme, Tatiana, Meghan E. Ference and Naomi Van Stapele
“Harnessing the Hustle: Struggle, Solidarity and Narratives of Work in Nairobi” Introduction to the Special Issue, Africa, Volume 91: Issue 1. 
2020. Haugerud, Angelique, Meghan E. Ference, & Dillon Mahoney.
“Dissent, Social Media and Political Change in Kenya” In, The Oxford Handbook of Kenyan Politics, Edited by Nic Cheeseman, Karuti Kanyinga and Gabrielle Lynch. Oxford University Press.
2012. Haugerud, Angelique, Dillon Mahoney & Meghan E. Ference. 
“Watching the Daily Show in Kenya” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, Volume 19: Issue 2.

PUBLICATIONS (Book Reviews, Book Review Essays, Encyclopedia Entries, Chapters in Edited Volumes)
2025. Ference, Meghan E.
Book Review: Nairobi Hip Hop Flow: Diasporic Blackness and Embodied Performance in the Underground. Music History, Volume 17: Issue 1
2024. Ference, Meghan E. 
“Matatu SACCOs: Regulation and Rehabilitation.” In, Nairobi Becoming: Security, Certainty and Contingency: A multi-authored ethnographic portrait of a 21st century African city. Joost Fontein, Ed. Punctam Press
2019. Ference, Meghan E.
“Pluralism and Linguistic Diversity in Africa.” The International Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology. Wiley.
2019. Ference, Meghan E.
Book Review: Swahili Muslim Publics and Postcolonial Experience. American Ethnologist, Volume 46: Issue 4.
2018. Ference, Meghan E.
“Life at the Crossroads: Public Transportation Infrastructure in African Cities.” Book Review Essay for African Studies Review, Volume 61: Issue 1
2009. Ference, Meghan E.
	Book Review: Kenyan Khat. Social History of Alcohol and Drugs, Volume 23: Issue 2.

RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Tow Faculty Research and Creativity Grant, Women in Transportation			2026
PSC-CUNY, Traditional Grant B, Economics of Climate Change Adaptation           
in Kenya’s Urban Transportation Sector						    2024-2025    
Tow Faculty Research and Creativity Grant, Matatu Work:			             
An Audio-Ethnography Methodology Project						2025
PSC-CUNY, Traditional Grant B, Women in Transportation                                      
Driving Kenya's Eco-transition							    2023-2024
Faculty Fellowship Publication Program, CUNY						2022
PSC-CUNY, Traditional Grant A, African Women in Transportation Conference		2019
Tow Faculty Research Travel Fellowship, Economic Strategies of Women 
in Transportation									2019
Center for the Humanities Graduate Student Fellowship, 
Washington University in St. Louis						 	2013	
Dissertation Writing Fellowship, Washington University in St. Louis		 	2013
Richard J Walter PhD Scholarship, Washington University in St. Louis          	    2012-2013
Andrew Mellon Dissertation Fellowship, Institute for Historical Research,      
University College, London	 						    2010-2011
Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Grant						    2009-2010
Digital History Research Assistant, Washington University in St. Louis     	    2008, 2009
Fulbright IIE Research Fellowship 						    2005-2006
Phi Beta Kappa, Elected 							 	2005
McMillan Academic Merit Award Scholarship      			 	    2004-2005
Henry Rutgers Scholar 							 	    2004-2005
Aresty Research Scholarship, Rutgers University    			 	    2004-2005
Bigel Summer Research Fellowship in Anthropology, Rutgers University      	    2002, 2003

HONORS AND AWARDS
Brooklyn College Teaching Excellence Award, Anthropology Department, CUNY  2022-2023
John and Mary Shephard Travel Fund Award, Grinnell College                                           2017
Teaching Excellence Award, Nominee, Brooklyn College		 	 	2016

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Courses Designed and Taught: Brooklyn College		
Economic Anthropology							2018
Ethnographic Field School: Brooklyn On the Move				2023
Anthropology of Urban Africa							2026
Courses Designed and Taught: Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania
Summer Immersion – Kenya (3-week Field School)				2022
Courses Designed and Taught: Wake Forest University
First Year Seminar: Precarious Urban Environments				2018
Courses Designed and Taught: Grinnell College
Anthropological Inquiries (4-Field Intro): Urbanization				2016
Anthropology of Africa: Reflections and Representations			2016
Economic Anthropology: The Other 99 Percent					2017
Courses Designed and Taught: Washington University in St. Louis
African Urban History (taught for the History Department)			2012

INVITED TALKS
2025 “Mobility, Gender, and Shifting Paradigms of Work in Nairobi, Kenya.” Wolfe Institute, Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, NY, March 20
2025 “New Directions in Transportation.” Workshop, British Institute in East Africa, Nairobi, Kenya. January 24.
2022 “Roundabouts: The Paradox of Empowerment for Women in Paratransit.” Workshop, Unwritten Rules: Regulation and Political Bargaining in Transportation in Africa, Columbia University, NYC. October 11.
2021 “Defining a New Paradigm of Work.” Workshop at The Lauder Institute of Global Management Studies, University of Pennsylvania, March 18. (Virtual).
2020 “The Housewives’ Letters and Settler Colonialism in Nairobi.” African Studies Reading Group, Washington University in St. Louis, October 5. (Virtual).
2018 “Moving Targets.” Anthropology Department Colloquium, Wake Forest University, NC. April 14.
2017 “Spending Time,” British Institute for East African Studies, Nairobi, Kenya. September 17.
2016 “Flexible Infrastructure in Urban Anthropology,” Brooklyn College, City University of New York. May 10.
2014 “Redefining Work, Reframing Stigma,” Seminar on Power and Culture, Columbia University, NYC. November 13.
2013 “The Evolution of Kenya’s Transportation Sector, 1963 – 2013”, Kenya at Fifty Years Conference, John Hopkins University. Washington DC.


PAPERS PRESENTED
2023	“Roundabouts: The Paradox of Empowerment for Women in Paratransit.” African Studies Association Annual Meeting. November 30-December 3. San Francisco, CA.
2021	“’We are not your enemy’: Women in the Transportation Sector in Nairobi, Kenya” African Studies Association Annual Meeting. November 17 (Virtual).
2019   “Public Proximity: Race, Gender and Urban Transportation in Colonial Nairobi” African Studies Association Meetings. Boston, Massachusetts. November 
2012	“Mobile Methodologies in Urban Research”, Data Collection Symposium, Washington University in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO. April 15.
2011	“Moral Ambiguity and the Stigma of Risky Business in Urban Nairobi” European Conference for African Studies, Uppsala, Sweden
2011	“Controlling Public Space through Transportation Policy” Nairobi Symposium, African Studies Center, Oxford University. Oxford, England. March 8.
2010	“Emerging Urban Identities in the Matatu Sector” British Institute of East African Studies Dissertation Writers’ Seminar, Nairobi, Kenya. April 3.

Languages:
English - Native
Swahili – Intermediate
Italian - Beginner
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